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Chapterl
Introduction

Climate change as a news topic can be quite compleequires a basic understanding of the

science and how it relates to the Pacific.

Samoa, an island in the middle of the Pacific Oceaalready feeling the adverse effects of
climatic changes. Sea level rise is forcing cogsbalulations to move further inland, while
prolonged droughts and shifts in the wet and dagses are causing changes to crop
production and, inadvertently, the livelihoods loé people of Samoa. These changes are being
reported throughout the Pacific; however, it is empronounced for residents of coral atolls

such as Kiribati, Tuvalu and the Marshall Islands.

There is no doubt that the increase in such incidehas had and will have an effect on the
lives of Pacific Islanders. With this knowledgenind, this paper seeks to explore how the
climatic changes and their effects are reflectetthénnewsprint media in the Pacific. | sought to
explore the scope and depth of reporting on climbhgsmge from newspapers in Samoa,
Marshall Islands, Cook Islands, Fiji Times and $wm Islands. The first part is an analysis of
coverage in Samoan newspapers. The paper deterthestatus of climate change reporting
in the newspapeiSavali NewslineandSamoa Observeit goes on to do a comparison
between the reporting of climate change and afiseles such as politics and sports, and the

third part gauges the opinion of editors on theecage of climate change.

The second section is an analysis of coverage lnydier Pacific newspapers, namely the

Marshall Islands JournalFiji Times Solomon StaandCook Islands News

The last part of this study is devoted to the cagerof climate change in the Pacific by three

UK Newspapers, namelyhe Sun, The UK GuardiaandThe Financial Times.

The issue of climate change is one that is of paisaterest. In 2007 when the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCléased the report: Climate Change 2007:
Working Group I: The Physical Science Ba#liere was a chapter specifically devoted to the



effect of climate change on small islands. Chaplereferred to temperature shifts, tropical

cyclones and sea level rise and predicted how tilinchanges might affect small islands.

After speaking with a climate change specialissamoa, conducting further research online
and quoting heavily from the IPCC Report, | wrote@alised in-depth piece on the effect that
climate changes could have on Samoa. The storgtn@sg, in my view, well researched and,
most importantly, the subject had not been repartede local media. It took me two days to
convince my Editor-in-Chief that it was a worthypto and that it would draw some attention

to the issue. “We don’'t want to alarm people,” belsThe report was certainly alarming
because the story suggested that, given time ancboiisistency in climate changes seen in the
past ten years, the Samoan economy, infrastruahdeociety as a whole could be hard hit.
The Editor-in-Chief and | compromised. | settledddess dramatic headline and the story ran
on the front page in 2007. Outside of that, thexg Ieen very little mention of climate change
in the whole newsprint media in Samoa in the follgywears.

Prior to this study there has been no extensivearel on any aspect of the media in Samoa.
Although climate change reporting has been resedriththe Pacific, it is superficial.

| hope this paper can shed some light not jusherstatus of climate change reporting in
Samoa and the region, but the value of reportingumt an issue. The Pacific is just one part
of the world that is most vulnerable to the advef$ects of climate changes, as illustrated
above, yet the newspapers pay little attentiorpmrting this issue. This paper draws on the
disparity of vulnerability of Pacific Islands arktlack of coverage of climate change in the

newsprint media.

1.2 Essential Background — Samoa

Samoa, a small island country in the South WesifiPawas the first in the region to become
independent in 1962. The islands of Samoa lie batatitudes 13°-15°S and longitudes
168°-173°W. It consists of four main inhabited m&la and six smaller uninhabited islands.
The capital, Apia, is located on the second largbshd, Upolu, and has a population of

approximately 40,000 people. Samoa has a totaldaeal of 2,935 km2The islands are of

! William Collins Sons & Co Ltd (1983), Collins Atlas of the World (revised 1995 ed.), London W6 8JB:
HarperCollins



volcanic origin, clearly visible in the form of ssnal dormant volcanoes and lava fields.
Approximately 70% of Samoa’s population and infrasture are located in low-lying coastal
areas.

New Zealand seized Western Samoa from Germanylia, Ehd in 1946 it became a United
Nations trust territory, administered by New Zedlah resistance movement to both German
and New Zealand rule, known as the Mau movemelgetdo edge the islands toward
independence. In 1962, the citizens of Samoa Vioteiddependence, the first country in the
Pacific region to do sG.

The government is a parliamentary democracy wihrdamentary term of five years. The
Prime Minister, who is chosen by Parliament andaypd by the Head of State, leads a
Cabinet of twelve members. The governing Human Rigtotection Party (HRPP) is
dominant in Samoan politics. It came to officel®82, at that time led by the late Hon Tofilau
Eti Alesana. It was re-elected in 1991, 1996, 2&0d, most recently, on 31 March 2006 with
the leadership of current Prime Minister Tuilaepdlede Lupesoliai Malielegadi.

Samoa has a very young population with 41 percedéuthe age of 15.

Despite limited natural resources and a vulnertghii cyclones, Samoa has one of the fastest-
growing economies in the Pacific region. A reforragramme launched in 1993 transformed
the Samoan economy into one of the better-perfayraconomies in the Pacific. During the
second half of the 1990s, the overall balance ghygats moved from deficits to increasing
surpluses, largely as a result of increased tourésreipts and family remittance§amoa is a
small, fairly liberalised economy, with a GDP oband NZ$867 million (to the end of 2008).
It is reliant on foreign imports and has a largelé& deficit. The economy is largely driven by
tourism (20-25% of GDP), remittances (25% of Gl foreign aid. Samoa’s economy
remains highly vulnerable to economic shocks artdrabdisasters. For example, cyclones in
1990 and 1991, combined with the onset of tardhbligaused severe economic setbacks.

Increased dependence on tourism and Samoa’s largasgal infrastructure could cause even

2Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment of Samoa (MNRE, National Adaptation Programme of Action
Task Team (NTT), National Adaptation Programme of Action. Samoa, Apia, 2005, P 7-10

3 Garman, Jason., and Hamilton Janna (Eds)., Oxfam New Zealand, Samoa Country Profile,
http://www.oxfam.org.nz/, accessed 21 January 2010

* MFAT, NZ, Samoa, Political Situation, http://www.mfat.govt.nz/Countries/Pacific/Samoa.php, accessed 12 Feb
2010

> Asia Development Bank, Samoa, http://www.adb.org/samoa/ accessed 100 Feb 2010

¢ Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Samoa Quarterly Economic Review, 2007



more significant cyclone-related setbacks in tharil In such circumstances Samoa would

become heavily dependent on overseas developmsstaase.

1.3 The Pacific Islands

The Pacific Islands comprise 20,000 to 30,000 ddan the Pacific Ocean. Those islands lying
south of the tropic of Cancer are traditionallyuped into three divisions: Melanesia,
Micronesia and Polynesfarhe region's islands are classified into two gsuyigh islands and
low islands. Volcanoes form high islands, whichepafly can support more people and have a
more fertile soil. Low islands are reefs or atadlsd are relatively small and infertile.
Melanesia, the most populous of the three regiomstains mainly high islands, while most of
Micronesia and Polynesia are low islands.

In addition, there are many other islands locatélimthe boundaries of the Pacific Ocean
that are not considered part of Oceania. Thesedslanclude the Galapagos Islands of
Ecuador; the Aleutian Islands in Alaska; the Russéands of Sakhalin and Kuril Islands;
Taiwan; the Philippines; the South China Sea Idantbst of the islands of Indonesia; and the
island nation of Japan, which includes the Ryulgtarids. The inhabitants of these islands are
not considered to be Pacific Islanders and arellysdantified with their nearest contineht.

For the purpose of this study four newspapers fotimr Pacific Islands will be analysed to
gauge the coverage of climate change in the redibese are the Marshall Islands from

Micronesia, Cook Islands from Polynesia, and Figl &olomon Islands from Melanesia.

1.4 Climatic Changes in the Pacific

Although not a low-lying island, Samoa experienesgarying degrees the effects of climate
change. Like other small island states, Samoaitsh@gh vulnerability to natural disasters and
to external economic and trade developments ov@hahhas no controf®

These natural disasters include tropical cyclopesipnged periods of drought, extreme

flooding, pests and sudden outbreak of diseasasn Surges and sea level rise.

7 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ibid.

® Wikipedia, Pacific Islands, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_lslands, accessed 12 Feb 2010

? Wikipedia, Pacific Islands, ibid.

10 Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment of Samoa (MNRE, National Adaptation Programme of Action
Task Team (NTT), National Adaptation Programme of Action. Samoa, Apia, 2005, P 7-10



Climate change and sea level rise are serious nmgeven that 70% of Samoa’s population
and infrastructure are located on low-lying coaatahs. Samoa’s economy largely depends
on its natural resources, which must rely on fagble climatic conditions for growth and
sustenance! But these can be threatened by the increasiegtsfof climate change on
Samoa.

Best estimates of long term, systematic chang#seimverage climate for Samoa indicate that
by 2050 the sea level is likely to have increasg8tcm, rainfall by 1.2%, extreme wind gusts
by 7% and maximum temperatures by 0.%#C.

The observed long term trend in relative sea lewefpia is 5.2 mm annually. But the
maximum hourly sea level is increasing by approxatya8 mm every year at a rate far in
excess of the observed local and global trendssiamsea level. For Apia an hourly sea level
of 1.8 m above the mean sea level is currentlyGayHar event. It will likely be at least a four-
year event by 2025

It is worth keeping in mind that changes in se&lleo not occur uniformly around the globe.
There is a fair amount of difference in sea leia# due to ocean circulation and wind pressure
patterns. The effects of storm surges and spriegtheed also to be kept in mind when
evaluating sea level rise effecfs.

Projected sea level rise however could exacerlmatstal erosion, loss of land and property and
dislocation of the island inhabitants.

These effects extend to much of the Pacific islemghtries, with low-lying islands such as
Kiribati, Tuvalu, Marshall Islands and Tokelau thest affected.

Sea levels are likely to continue to rise on averdgring the century around the small islands
of the Northern and Southern Pacific Oce&ns.

There have been large observed variations in sehrse in the Pacific Ocean, mainly due to
ocean circulation changes associated with ENSOtgvErom 1993 to 2001, all the data
showed large rates of sea level rise over the westacific*®

The potential socio-economic effects of climatergeon the smaller Pacific island countries
have been assessed in a series of vulnerabilidyestuDepending on one worst-case scenario

! National Adaptation Programme of Action Task Team (NTT), National Adaptation Programme of Action.
Samoa, Apia, 2005, P 7-10 (ibid)

2 Ibid.

B Hay, John E., Climate Risk Profile for Samoa, Samoa, 2006

! Greenpeace, Sea level Rise, http://www.greenpeace.org/ , accessed 10 Feb 2010

1 Solomon, S., D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt, M. Tignor and H.L. Miller (eds.), IPCC
Fourth Assessment Report: Climate Change 2007, Small Islands,Assessment of projected climate change for
Small Islands regions, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA, 2007

16 Church, J. A., and N. J. White, A 20th century acceleration in global sea-level rise, Geophys. Res. Lett.2006



(one metre sea level rise), the studies suggessdladevel rise will have negative effects on
tourism, freshwater availability and quality, aquitere, agriculture, human settlements,
financial services and human health. Low lying taleasreas of all the islands are especially
vulnerable to a rising sea level, as well as tangea in rainfall, storm frequency and intensity.
Inundation, flooding, erosion and intrusion of sester are among the likely effects. These
catastrophes would result in economic and socstisdeeyond the capacity of most Pacific
island countries and threaten the very existennaill atoll countries. Shifts in rainfall
regimes and any increase in tropical cyclone intgasid frequency greatly amplify the effect
of sea level rise. A rise of average sea levelr®/ metre, when superimposed on storm surges,
could easily submerge low-lying islants.

Globally, sea level rise is predicted to have irsistent effects on different regions of the
world. Published values for the long-term, glob&lam sea level rise determined from tide
gauge records exhibit considerable scatter, frooutab mm to 3 mm annually. Current sea

level rise has occurred at a mean rate of 1.8 nmygme for the past century in the Pacific.

1.5Climate change journalism

The vulnerability of Pacific islands to the effeofsclimatic changes means that this should
naturally be news worthy in the Pacific. Howevérsthas not been the case.

The effects of climate change are generally knawthé specialists, those who work in the
environment sector through non-government orgaboisstthe private sector, government and
academia. The educated population of the Pacifiw avk exposed to international news media
do have some understanding of climate change.lut there are those who rely on local
media for their news.

Local newspapers, television stations and radicsrevannels are their window to the world
and their source of information.

Journalists therefore become the immediate infotrftariocal populations, and become
responsible for reliable information being relayedhe public. The integral role played by the
media is not surprising, as it is still the mainns® of information and opinion for millions of
readers and viewers - and voters - through newspapagazines, television, radio and the
internet. As people gain most of their politicalperomic or other news from the media, so they
do with scientific stories. Various studies havewh that the public gathers much of its

v UNESCAP, Climate Change and the Pacific Islands, Global warming, sea level rise, and climate change,
Kitakyushu, Japan, 2000



knowledge about science from the mass médieth television and daily newspapers being
the primary sources of information. Given their /r@ach, it is therefore important to
investigate the media's coverage of scientifica®aind how it influences both science and
policy.*®

Climate change is a pertinent issue in the Paaifat has parallels as an important news story
with the recession in the USA and hunger in Africimate change is news for the Pacific, yet
it does not receive the coverage it deserves iffieaewsprint media, as illustrated in the next
chapter.

According to Mike Shanahan, a researcher and dirtla&nge journalist, there are many
criticisms of how the media has covered climatengeao date, but many signs of
improvement too. For journalists new to the toplonate change is complex, making training
a priority for media outlets$’ Shanahan’s observations may be true for the iatemal media,
whose budgets, talent pool and scope may allowrfprovement in the reporting of climate
change, but in the Pacific climate change repoiigngaking slow progress. As explored later
in this paper, in the newsprint media in SamoaQbek Islands, Fiji and the Marshall Islands
there is little coverage.

As journalists, the responsibility to inform reaglen issues that affect them is one of the
founding principles of the trade. Yet climate chamgntinues to be under-reported in a region
that is feeling firsthand the effects of climatee.

It is my view that the media’s job is not to chartlge world. It is up to society to turn bad news
into good. But the media do have a role to plagrnmpowering people to make informed
choices?

A journalist therefore may inadvertently hold tlesponsibility of being an informant to the
public who will be affected by climate change. Besmthe readers can be affected first hand,
they have the right to know the how, why, when andst importantly, the ‘what’ in climate
change. Because climate change is sometimes viasvadforeign’ issue, it therefore needs the
skill of the journalist to adapt it to local sceiloagrand languages that readers can understand.

1 M.Wilson, Kris, Communicating climate change through the media, Predictions, politics and perceptions,
London, 2000
9 Boykoff, Maxwell, and Rajan, Ravi S, Signals and noise. Mass-media coverage of climate change in the USA and
the UK, USA, 2007
20 Shanahan, Mike, Talking about a revolution: climate change and the media, London, 2007
21 . e

Shanahan, Mike, ibid.



In short, media coverage of climate change matig®sis media play a key role in shaping the
variegated, politicized terrain where people magakwanized into action, or mired in a swirl
of contradictory phraseology, and resigned to pitgsi’ This influences perceptions as well as
ongoing dynamic interactions with climate policydahe public®

1.6 Challenges in Reporting
Although the responsibility falls on the Pacifiajoalist to inform his or her readers, the
obstacles and challenges to reporting climate ahaag be a discouraging factor. In Samoa
(and this is true for other Pacific island courgrieo) three main factors hinder the progress of
reporting on climate change: the complexity ofshbject, under-resourced newsrooms and
the lack of accessibility to information and rel@bBources on the topic. For journalists, the
main problem is to grasp the complex nature of atenxchange as it continues to gather new

dimensiong?

Most journalists in the local newspapers in Samaaemo formal qualifications.

Complexity is a serious problem for reporters Miitte or no science background and for news
organisations that rely on general assignment tepoto cover climate changk.

Another challenge is under-resourced newsroomsitigest newsprint newsroom in Samoa
has four general news reporters, and two editosaldo write news stories. There are simply
not enough journalists to afford specialisatiothi@ newsroom. All journalists report on all
issues - even court reporting is shared among @higts - and therefore climate change, like

any other subject, receives no special attentiaegotion of resources.

Another main obstacle is access to experts andesuwho can comment or assist in a climate
change story. There is a gag order placed on teirel-government workers in Samoa, which
prohibits them from speaking to the media on anttenaelating to their job.

As the government is the main source of informat@mational climate change initiatives and

programmes, this creates extra difficulties inipgttogether a story. The climate change

2 Richard J. Bord, Robert E. O'Connor, and Ann Fisher, In what sense does the public need to understand global
climate change?, Public Understanding of Science, July 2000

2 Boykoff M.T., Boykoff J.M., Climate change and journalistic norms: A case-study of US mass-media coverage
(2007) Geoforum, 38 (6), 2007

24 Shanahan, Mike, Talking about a revolution: climate change and the media, London, 2007

% Journalists Association of Samoa, Status of the Media: Samoa, www.jawsamoa.blogspot.com, Samoa, accessed
Jan 2010

%% M.Wilson, Kris, Communicating climate change through the media, Predictions, politics and perceptions,
London, 2000



principal officer is Anne Rasmussen, and, althosig is cooperative when asked for
comments, the gag order tends to limit her respotsknown facts’

There are a limited number of experts who can comtime climate change in Samoa.

The Climate Change Advisor for the SecretariahefPacific Regional Environment
Programme, Espen Ronneberg, comments regulartheiSamoan media, and is often sought
by journalists in the Pacific for their stories.\Mever, at times when he is travelling to climate

change meetings, it is virtually impossible to geiomment within the same week.

There is also the problem of political affiliatiorGlimate change specialists are usually
employed by intergovernmental organisations andi@amake direct criticisms of Pacific

island governments as they do their work in therggts of those countries.

As climate change is sometimes viewed as a foregieept in Samoa, the best way to relay a
message is to localise the issue. Local anglebotmabstories are often the 'hook’ they desire
for their reports? But this remains a challenge. According to antbfogist and climate

change researcher in the Pacific, Peter Rudiak-d;alimate change is indeed a foreign
concept for the people of the Pacific islands. Adow to him, the concept itself has been
introduced from abroad, and locals interpret clengtange in a different way to how

international climate scientists presentit.

i Jackson, Cherelle, Reporting Climate Change in Samoa: A Newsprint Perspective, Apia, 2007

28 M.Wilson, Kris, Communicating climate change through the media, Predictions, politics and perceptions,
London, 2000

2 Rudiak-Gould, P. (2010, Feb). Personal interview.



CHAPTER I

2.1Media Landscape
Samoa has a fairly vibrant media, compared toitedf the community and the resources at
the disposal of the industry.
There are currently two privately-owned radio stasi, which broadcast on five different
channels, and use up to ten frequencies. Themeigovernment radio station, the 2AP, which
broadcasts on AM. There are at least four Chrigtieannels, which include Catholic, Seven

Day Adventist and other religious organisationSamoa.

In television there are three privately-owned stati Star TV which broadcasts mainly
international programmes, TV3 owned by a Parliaeugg, and the Samoa Quality
Broadcasting, formerly the Samoa Broadcasting Gatfm. This was the first television
station, originally owned by the government, butergly privatised after strong
recommendations by the Asia Development Bank. i@eitsf these two, there are also two

Christian channels, and occasionally CCTV and AB€r§ through the existing channels.

In newsprint, there are five newspapers currergipdpsold in Samodhe Samoa Observer,
Newsline Samoa Newspaper, Savali, Le Mau a Samddamoa PosiThe Le Mau a Samoa
and Samoa Post are both published in the Samogndge and tend to feature more tabloid
style stories. The major distribution point for theee English newspapers is the town of Apia.
The estimated combined readership is 50300.

Altogether the three newspapers employ twelvetiie journalists who report the news in
English. Consistent with common practice, jourrialis Samoa also have the freedom to pitch
story ideas during a morning news meeting, withgesgons from the editor. Numerous
writers - usually journalists themselves - haveudssed the complex process involved in
gathering, selecting and finally publishing newsrf the decision as to which potentially
newsworthy events should be covered by reports &d#or’s last-minute cutting during paste-
up, judgements are continually being m3t Samoa there is a general freedom by
journalists to write stories they are interestednd, because it is a small community, most

stories that are pitched are accepted by the editor

* Journalists Association of Samoa, Status of the Media: Samoa, www.jawsamoa.blogspot.com, Samoa, accessed
Jan 2010
31 Kariel, H.G., and Rosenvall, L.A. Places in the News. A study of News Flows, Canada, 1995



Each newspaper has one full time main editor, wimsés to assign stories, edit stories, place

stories and approve the outcome of the paper thiedag.

Making choices as to what to publish, somethingligulone under pressure as press time
nears, requires judgement. Even though editorsaaety able to make explicit the criteria

used, there is considerable homogeneity among thémtheir 1995 research of Canadian
news media, Kariel and Rosenvall proposed speiiieria for the selection of news by
Canadian editors. Although Samoa is of signifiadifference in society, media landscape and
attitudes to Canada, criteria for selection of navessurprisingly similar. The criteria that

seem to be used by these gatekeepers include:

1. The size of the available newshole, a limitasehby the size of the newspaper, the amount
of advertising it runs, and the space allocatiom@gnvarious departments.

2. The policy preferences of the publisher andoedinhcluding the paper’s role in the country's
press system.

3. Certain commercial criteria. Whatever else,inisewspaper is a business; in order to stay in
business its product must sell. Achieving this geguires striking a balance between giving
the public what it wants and printing what the edand publisher believe should be printed.

4. The relative news value of different items fraumich the selection is to be madg.

2.2 Methodology
All three English newspapers in Samoa were seldotdthis study: the daily, th®amoa
Observer a tri-weekly,Newsline Samoand a weekly newspap&avali NewspaperAll three
papers have an environment section in each edaitmugh on most days the page is usually
filled by a sponsored advocacy sheet from the Niipisf Natural Resources and Environment.
The three newspapers were analyzed beginning fraj 2008 to May 2009 and one edition
each in 2010. The dates were selected as theydiextlihe United Nations Conference of the
Parties in Poznan, Poland in 2008, and the fivet inonths of 2009, the year of the
Copenhagen Climate Summit.
Only Friday editions were selected to ensure esgmksentation from all three newspapers. It
is important to note th&@amoa Observdras six other editions, atkewslinehas two other

editions. These were not included in the conteatyasis. On occasions where there were no

32 Kariel, H.G., and Rosenvall, ibid.
33 Cohen, Bernard C, The Press and Foreign Policy. Princeton, 1963



Friday editions, if it was a public holiday, or thaper was published on another day, an
alternative issue was used for analysis, to mairiialance.

Savali Newspapewas fully analyzed in that time period as it iblshed weekly.

The news values of each newspaper were first aga)yategorising the coverage of the
twelve months into seven major categories, so dgtermine the coverage of climate change
in relation to other issues.

The climate change stories which were publishedfamadd during the analysis period were
also further analysed in terms of sources, accompagnllustrations, author, placement of

article and length.

2.3Content Analysis
The three newspapers were analysed in regardseitactiverage of climate change, politics,
environment, health, politics, business, sportssaaiety. Fig 1 illustrates the priorities of each
newspaper in three colours, red, blue and green.
All three newspapers have the highest number olestan business and politics, with Savali
having significantly more coverage of both issu&gt of 1,394 articles published under the
said categories, 643 came under business andcpolnvironment stories varied in numbers

with Savaliagain leading in coverage, followed Hgwsline

Priorities
® Newsline m Savali Observer
130 138
9191 95§98 90
59 5155, 55,.53 57 53
45 30 40 43 2833 43
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2.4Samoa Climate Change Coverage



Out of the twelvenonths analyze(, only 16stories featured climate change. The stories
mostly based around eventt&ttook place such as workg®or seminars hosted in Sar;
there were no investigative pieces or ones thagaled new facts in relation to San

So, out of 1394 stories analyz, 16 were climate change stories. Thibydar the lowest o
any category. Out of the imate change stories, Samoa Observer feature, while
NewslineandSavalifeatured six stories ee.

Out of the 16 storie§ were sourced frorpress releases and foreign m¢, as in Fig 3. The
rest, 11were written by local reporters. As illustratin Fig 2he stories that we sourced
locally were @ne mostly by local journalistOf the total sources, 69% of the stories w
written by local journalists. Prereleases amount for 19% of the totamnate change article
while agencysourced stories made up the

In Fig 4 the articles are dividecty writers. Tupuola Terry Tavita wrotaos of the climate
change stories, followed by Cherelle Jackson, Asdm@aigasolo Semu and then Mataafa K

Ramese Lesa and Alan Ah N\

News

Press
Release,

34

Local
Journali
st, 11

Fig 2




Local Climate Change Articles by Journalist

Tupuola Terry Tavita )
Asenati Taugasolo Semu

——
-

Mataafa Keni Ramese Lesa

Cherelle Jackson )

Fig 3

2.4.1 Samoa Observer
In the period studiedsamoa Observ featured four stories on climate change. The st
were written by three authors, Alan Ah Mu, Cherdekson and Mataafa Keni Lesa. -
mostsources used in one story w three. Most of the peoptpuioted in the stories we
government representativesnon-governmentrganisation representativeAll climate
change stories featured were accompanied by agiapia The length of each story was
least half a page. Two of the stories were allat&iét pagesThe placement were usua
within the local news, all stories were placedlom left pages, on page 2, 4 and 6.~
indicates the level of prioritisation tt climate change falls under.

Headline Author Type Length Placement Sources llustrations
Lelaulu @lls  Alan AhMu  News Full Page Page 2 1 Consultant 1

for one voice Article Photograph
on climate

change

Climate Cherelle Mews Half Page Page 4 1 Minister 1 Photo
change lackson Article 1 UNFCCC

Minister report

states 1 MAPA

Samoas case

on climate

change

Earth Hour Mataafa News Full Page Page & 1 NGO 2 Photos
calls for Keni Lesa Article 1 Report

action

Samoa Cherelle News Haf Paze Page & 1 Report 1 Photo
delegation Jackson Article

prominent in
Poland




2.4.2 Newsline Samasewspaper

Newsline Samoteatured six stories on climate change in theogestudied; however all of
those stories were sourced from outside the pulditawith only one written by a local
journalist. Two of the stories were press releafses,were from news agencies or other online

publications, and one was by the author of thidystCherelle Jackson.

The stories were slightly shorter than those whigpear orffamoa Observewith the largest
story inNewslinebeing three quarters of a page. Three stories greem half pages and two
guarter pages. Most of those quoted were from raM@igumMent organisations, with UN

agencies being second-most quoted.

Newslinealso featured a photo spread of a climate charegi@antraining held in Samoa. Three

other stories featured photographs. The local $tovyever did not feature a photograph.

The placement of the stories varied, with the dosethe front page being page 4. Two
articles were placed on page 5, one on Page lboradn Page 8. The placement of articles on

the right hand side pages does indicate a degneeasitisation of climate change stories.

Headline Author Type Length Placement Sources Ilustrations
Climate NoAuthor News Half Page Page d 1 1 Photo
changeand Mews Article Government

Samoas Agency Rep

response 1 UN report

Climate Mo Author  Photo 3% Page Paze & 1160 3 Photos
change for Press Spread 1 Association

journalists Releasze

Religious Mo Author News Half Paze Page 11 1 Church None
Leaders call Mews Article 1 NGO

for Pacific Agency

climate

change

action

Small sland Mo Author MNews Quarter Paze 5 1 UNFCCC 1 Photo
nations Mews Article Page 1 NGO

surv ival Agency 1 Science

threatened Report

by climate

change

Roundtable MoAuthor MNews Half Paze Pagehb 1160 Rep 1 Photo
talks in Apia Press Article 1 Consulant

set goals for Releasze

climate

change

Samoa Cherelle News Ouarter Fage 4 1 MNAPA None
praised over Jlackson Article Paze Report

climate 1GEF

change plans 1 Report

1 Govt Rep




2.4.3 Savali Newspaper

Savalifeatured six climate change stories in the pestodied. All articles were written by
Savalistaff. Two articles were written by Asenati TauglasSemu and four were written by
Tupuola Terry Tavita. Five featured articles weegva pieces whereas one was an editorial -
the only editorial in the year studied amongstttihee newspapers. Two of the articles were
allocated full pages and the rest were given hadies. The articles were featured in the local
news sections, but placed as far back as pageht8eBrticles were placed on the left hand
pages, and three on the right side including thi@eal. All articles were accompanied by
photographs, with two featuring one photograph e&wlo stories featured two photographs

each, and one featured streamline talking photégrapthe interviewee.

Headline Author Type Length Placement Sources Nustrations
Why Samoa  Tupuola Terry Tavita Editarial Half Page FPage7 Government 2 Photos
is ahead Report

when it Government

comes to Minister

climate

change

The Kiribati  Asensati Taugasolo- News Full Page Page 13 SPREP 2 Photos
plan Semu Article Report

immigration Environment

with dignity Worker

Minis ter of Aszenati Taugasolo- Mews Half Page FPage4 Government 2 photos
Environment Semu Article Minister

calls for Government

public Report

support

Something Tupuola Terry Tavita Mews Half Page Pagel Government 1 photo
fishy about Article Report

climate Government

change COfficial

Chatting Tupuola Terry Tavita Mews Full Fage FPage2 GO Photo stream
climate Article Consultant

change and SPREP

Manu Report

Samoa with
Lelei

Why climate Tupuola Terry Tavita Mews Half Page Page 3 Government 1 Photo
change Article Report

centre will

be built in

Avele

2.5 Outcome

The coverage of climate change stories by the thegespapers is less frequent than their
coverage of sports and health. Society storie$y asaveddings and birthdays feature much
more than climate change stories. The climate ahatayies used are mainly about the
coverage of meetings or workshops held locallysdmoa Observesnly two of the stories



were written by staff reporters as the other isealtince writer. Of the two stories written by
the staff reporters both attributed four sourceas/een them. For a daily newspaper which has

the largest staff in the newsprint media, the cagerof climate change is low.

Newslinenewspaper tended to use materials from news aggerdithough they are
outsourced, the articles are probing and rely vargety of sourcesSavalifeatures stories that
are slanted towards the government’s point of \aswthe sources are mainly government
officials and government reports. Despite this,ifiseies covered by these articles are wider
than those presented in the other two publicatiand,are written by staff reporters. In terms
of writers of the stories, the editors®dvaliandSamoa Observexrote most of the stories.
This is an indication that the interests of theadian be reflected on the pages of the
publication they are responsible for. Tupuola Tdrayita, editor ofSavali wrote most of the

stories, and seems to have a considerable intarelsinate change.

Chapter III

3.1Samoan editors’ perspective

Although the role of the journalist is very impartan determining the reporting of climate
change, ultimately it is the editor who holds timaf say in what goes in to the paper.
Because they do not want their articles to be bus@mewhere deep inside the paper,
journalists have a strong incentive to learn amerivalize prevailing definitions of news and to
anticipate their editors' prioriti€s But in Samoa the editors are also the journalstsheir
personal interests can clearly be seen in the pewasties of the newspaper.

Five editors from the three newspapers filled suevey questionnaire for this study.(see
appendix for a copy of the questionnaire) Threesveglitors, and two were acting editors.
When necessary they will be referred to as E1H32E4 and ES.

The questionnaire was given out in September andb@cin 2009. The questionnaire asked a
variety of questions which included the challengegmyritisation and personal opinions on the
value of reporting climate change. They were askesdy if climate change was not important,

important or extremely important to report on. Thsaid it was important and two said it was

34 Hilgartner, Stephen and, Bosk Charles L. The Rise and Fall of Social Problems: A Public Arenas Model
The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 94, No. 1, Chicago, Jul., 1988



extremely important. All @torssaid they have a fair understanding @& toncept of climat

change except for E2 wisaid they had ‘a little’ understandir

3.2 Editorial Priorities

Editors were askeifl they thought clinate change should be a priority issue in their paeyver.
Four answered ‘yes’ while one answered ‘not <. E4 who answered ‘not si,’ was from the
same publication as E1 who said *, it should be a priority issue.

Asked to place the value of reporting on climatargye on a scale of one to ten, with being
the most important, onaligor said ten, whereas two gave it 6, one with 8 andvatte4, a
low priority. Fig 5 indicates that 60% of tleditors indicate tht the coverage of clima
change is ‘extremely important’ while 40% say itimportant.’

In Fig 6 editorsvere given three issues and asked to rank themmpgrtance from one to fiv
The five mndom issues were climate change, technologyigmlgcciety and religion. None ¢
the editorganked climate change the lowest, although oneatild it as a ™ priority area in
relation to the other issuds2 and E4 ranked climate changethe thirdmos important issue,
whereas E5 ranked it number 1, with E2 ranking &. In relation to the other issues, 1
ranking of climate change is dispersed evenly. &@editorsranked society as their number ¢
issue of coverage and one ranked politics as ler one. It is clear in this graph that editors

have differingnews priorities

Value of Climate Change Reporting

B Important W Extremely Important

Fig 4




Editor Priority Scale
0
1
2 2 2
3 3 3
4
5 5
ES5 E4 E3 E2 El
° Fig5
Issue Ranking
Climate Change Technology Politics Society Religion
2
——E1 —@—E2 E3 =>=E4 ——E5
Fig 6

In a separate question, the editors were askechehtitey would put a climate change story on
the front page: four said yes, and one said magbaevho answered ‘maybe’ is from the same
newspaper as E4 who answered ‘yes’ to the sameigueshis illustrates that under the
leadership of the different editors, climate chaoge fall under separate priorities.

The editors were asked in the month of October drahey had featured a climate change
story on the front page: two said ‘no’ and threid sges’.

It is worthy to note that the questionnaires weveg out after the occurrence of the tsunami
on the 28' of September 2009. Some editors, based on a cesmatrsation saw the tsunami

as a climate change story.



Because the mass media are so influential andatéata functioning society, their selection of
stories to report upon, or “news judgment”, leampressure from all directions, including
persuasion to change or omit stories. A surveyhbyRew Research Center and Columbia
Journalism Review (2000) of US news reporters peslitand executives indicated that self-
censorship is prolific and that some stories aneligd because they conflict with the interests
of news organizations or their advertisérs.

In Samoa, when the editors were asked if they ttiieke should be more coverage of climate
change in their publications, all editors answeyed’. However when asked to say whether
they think their readers are interested in clintii@nge news, E2 said ‘maybe’ whereas the rest
said ‘yes’.

The editors were asked what the benefits of reppdin climate change were. Three said it
creates awareness, one said it creates awarertesg@rates journalists and one said it
educates journalists. Asked as to what their resipdity was to the reader in regards to
climate change, two said they were ‘informers’, tvaid they ‘educate’ and one said they
prefer to play the part of ‘informer’, ‘educatomne ‘influencer.’

Under training, E1 and E5 both received climatengeareporting training; the rest said they
never received training in the area. Only one newrsrhas received climate change reporting

training for the staff.

3.3 Editorial Challenges
Asked what the challenges were in reporting onal@rchange three editors attributed their
lack of coverage to ‘Lack of proper knowledge’, at&ibuted ‘Under-resourced’ and one said
it was because it was a low priority. Asked if tiveguld be interested in featuring more
climate change stories, they all said ‘Yes’. Coasit ways to improve the coverage, all
editors agreed that training current journalists Wee best approach. Although one editor said
hiring specialised reporters would be beneficialwell as training himself on prioritising news
better, he also said that the use of more freelpiem®s would add value, as well as making
climate change a priority news round.
All felt that their reporters needed training omte change reporting. Asked about who
should provide this training, the opinions varied.and E3 said that it is the responsibility of

the government, employer, media association, UNF@@Cthe Secretariat of the Pacific

3 Antilla, Liisa, One Blue World: notes on media coverage of climate science, www.oneblueworld.blogspot.com,
USA, 2009



Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). E2 sasdlite responsibility of the government,
E4 and E5 said it is the responsibility of the eoypt.

Although the editors vary in training and knowleddelimate change, they all showed
willingness and enthusiasm to feature climate changheir newspapers. E1 who is one of
two editors who received training on climate charegeorting is also the only one who said
‘maybe’ to featuring climate change as a front pagke editors interviewed all felt the need
for training in the area of climate change repgrtio equip journalists with the knowledge to

successfully cover climate change stories.

CHAPTERIV

4.1 Other Pacific Island Newspapers
Four other newspapers from the Pacific region weesl for this study: two newspapers from
Melanesiathe Fiji Times andthe Solomon Staone from Polynesia, the Cook Islands News
and one from Micronesia, tidarshall Islands JournalThis is not an exhaustive study. The
newspapers were analyzed based on their onlinerslitTheMarshall Islands Journalvas
analyzed based on PDF archive of its publicationsiged by the publisher.
The period of analysis covered™8f December 2009 to f7f February 2010.

The first exercise was to look at the first fifochl news articles as they appeared on the news
website on the T7of February 2010 and count the number of clima@nge stories within the
first 50 articles. The date was selected at randioinas no relevance to climate change
meetings or any events of significance in the Radifwas chosen specifically for that reason,
to see how climate change is featured on a randewas day in the Pacific.

In the second method of analysis, a word searchdaas of the websites of the three
newspapers and in the PDF files of the Journahertérms ‘climate change’ and ‘COP 15'.
The term ‘COP 15; was used as this is generaby by Pacific journalists when referring to
the Conference of the Parties 15 which was heldapenhagen in December 2009.

It is important to note that some of the websitesymot have featured all the newspapers’

printed articles, although this is unlikely.

4.2 Online Analysis
Based on this random news day analysis, onlyvaeshall Islands Journaleatured a story on

climate change in the first fifty articles: the etlthree publications did not feature any stories



on climate change. The starytheMarshall Islands Journalvas about the King Tide Festi\
in Tuvalu where people of the Pacific were invitedome to Tuvalu to participate in t
cultural festival.

As illustrated in Fig 8for the ‘climate change’ word searthe highest number of articl
appeared in th8olomon Starwith 23 climate change articles. e Marshall Islands Journi
featured 8 climate changtories TheCook Islands Newieatured 4 stori¢, whereas th€&iji
Timesfeatured one story.

In the word search for COP (Fig 9), theFiji Timescame up with 6 matching resultsdid
the Solomon StarTheMarshall Islands Journi came up with 3 while thCook Islands News

came up with 2.

Climate Change coverage by other
Pacific Newspapers
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15 ; 8
10 4
5 climate change
0 ' ' ' ' stories
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_@e ‘_3@ ‘;be Qb
"'\\ N 'bK \‘}'b
S & X
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Fig 8
COP15 Search
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6
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Chapter V

5.1 UK coverageof Pacific islands climate char
The coverage of climate change in the UK presgtesnsive compared to the Pac press.
However when analysed clo, the coverage of the effasacdf climatic changt on the Pacific
islands idimited in the major publications of the L The three newspapers were analyse
the same period of analysis as the Samoan newspémen May 2008 to May 2009. Ti
search for climate change articles featuring Palslandstotalled 16 articles in the peric

reviewed for all three newspapeThe UK Guardian, Financial Timesc The Sun

Coverage of climate change in the Pacific islands

[ Stories

0
A
0 T T 1
The Sun Financial UK Guardian

Times

Fig 11

5.1.1 The UKGuardian

The Guardiarfeaturedoy farthe most articles about the Pacific Islandthe climate chang
section of the newspaper. fdatured three articles specifically on Tuvalu,ilbati and
Tokelau. Another article was devoted to the Cattistands near Bouganville. One arti
titled ‘Loss of Mangroves threatens Paclslands’ looked at the effeof sea level rise on tt
mangrove areas of the Pacific and how it affect-systems. The rest of the Guardian arti
on climate change in the Pacific, were mainly atzoglobal issue such as -level rise, and
the Pacific is mentioned as an example along witarancCaribbeanslands

The Guardianwhich hosts the biggesnvironment section for a mainstream newspap
Britain, hasmixed opinions about their coverage of Padslandsin climate change reportir
The GuardianEnvironmentEditor, John Vidal says they not havea strong coverage ¢
Pacific Islands compad to other regions in the Guardian environmengep

Because we are the European media, it is very easset everything from the point
view of the north, rich countries. We have kindwdde a speciality of deliberate



calling to developing countries and poorer coustrieis not an issue so much about
the north, it's as much an issue about the souttheAGuardian, it has been one of our
strongest points, is to make sure that we areniisteto everybody and not to just a few,
fantastically wealthy people in America or Britain.terms of getting stories from the
Pacific the Guardian says it is about opporturfiydal)

Reflecting the challenges also faced by Samoaporsdit terms of accessibility to material,
Vidal says that this is also a challengeToe GuardianHe says that availability of material
equals better coverage.

It's really where we get the information from, #teries tend to be where the journalists
are. We have a Chinese environment correspondéntjsstooking much more closely
at climate change. We are getting far more storee® out of America and China about
climate change, then we were every getting it letbese people were appointed.
Equally because we have someone in China and Aaeariler correspondents in
Africa, Latin America see it's on the agenda sg’'tlkeoffering more stories now for
their regions. So there's much more stories nom fcatin America and from India.
There's been a general uplift from the numberaies.

Where we don't cover it very well is in the smalleuntries, frankly, and we don't have
anyone in the Pacific. (Vidal)

DespiteThe Guardiarhosting one of the more advanced environmentaesin Britain, Vidal
says that interest and resources are also anirsiue coverage of regions such as the Pacific.

The interest depends on the story. We are reaetiwean't afford to be proactive, we
can't just say oh, let’'s go to Samoa and find dwatg happening on climate change.
It's more if somebody from Samoa offers us a peeaéthere was an international
report then we would use it. The availability ofteraal is absolutely fundamental.
(Vidal)

Asked if there should be more coverage from thefieac climate change stories, Vidal said
there should certainly be more from the Pacifict Be Head of Environment fdihe

Guardian Damian Carrington, says it is not high on thenaigeofThe Guardian.

To be honest it's not top of our agenda all thefibecause it's a long, long way away,
some of the islands are pretty small, | think, yeuldn’t be surprised to hear that the
times we have written about it, it's about Tuvaid @laces, small low lying nations,
that's really a thing that has taken it. (Carrimjyto

Carrington determines the overall content of thatiee. He said it's unfair to say that the
Pacific is not a priority after that statement:

‘We think every part of the world is important issj that we have reasons to cover
some parts and not others. | don't know, maybesihave compelling stories from
these places then we would write them.” (Carrinyton



Asked as to why he felt there was low reportingatific Island issues compared to other
regions, Carrington said that perhaps there amveats worth reporting on.

That's my honest answer basically, not many inteigg¢hings happen. (Carrington)

David Adam, one of the Environment Correspondemt3 fie Guardiarstruggled to remember
the last time he wrote about the Pacific in a ctemghange story.

‘I may have mentioned the Pacific Islands in aystor typhoons, in passing and | may
have mentioned the severe effects of sea leved hias had on small island states as
reported in IPCC. | wrote about ghost states arwidiea that there could be these small
islands that swallowed by the sea, there was amdstabout climate refugees.’” (Adam)

Adam felt a personal responsibility towards repaytihe issue in any region.

‘I am in a way passionate about reporting on cleratange, | think | am passionate
about the fact that this is a problem and that afipeople do not grasp the scale of the
problems, in a way it's a very hard subject to refimat you're telling time and time
again.” (Adam)

5.1.2 The Financial Times

The Financial Times did not have any stories ablmeiPacific Islands in the period analysed.
They did however publish a story in December 2@€dt‘China vs Tuvalu’ during the
Copenhagen summit, analysing the rift between mago$ from the two countries, but this
was not within the time period of analysis. Contriar my findings, Fiona Harvey,
Environment Editor of the FT believes that theyexoall regions of the world fairly but that it
also depends on the location of correspondents.

We are mindful that we have to talk about climdtarge around the world, climate
change in Africa, South America, Europe, everywhktieink we are very good at that,
we have the biggest network of foreign correspotglehany newspaper in the UK
certainly, and those correspondents are alivedsetiissues, and they file stories from
their parts of the world. (Harvey)

Harvey did say that there is room for improvement.

Obviously I would like us to cover it more, | thiskmetimes that when there are other
big stories, it's difficult to find a space forrolate change. The challenge is to ensure
that climate change stays a big story in our nepspand others. (Harvey)

5.1.3 The Sun



The Surfeatured one story on climate change and the iPdsli&nds in the period studied. But
the story, although it mentions Tuvalu in relatiorsea level rise, was not about climate
change or about Tuvalu but rather about the prigents around the world. Entitled ‘Cheapest
pint is 10p’, it turns out that Tuvalu, known f¢s gradual disappearance as a result of sea-
level rise, has the cheapest pints in the worldisThuvalu was mentioned in this line:

"As for Tuvalu, there are virtually no jobs excéiphing, and the islands risk being
wiped off the face of the earth as sea levels lismyone deserves a cheap pint, it's
them.” (Jackson)

Ben Jackson, Environment EditorTie Sursays they do pay special attention to the Pacific
and have done special pieces specifically Kiribati.

‘When we started gearing up and doing more onubgest, at the time we were doing
an offer on light bulbs, on low energy light bulbsit they wanted to help show why it
was important to do it.

We sent somebody to Kiribati, it took ages, onewfreporters who grew up in
Kiribati, her father was a doctor there and we $entback to see how it had changed
20 years after she had left. It was just a reallgresting place, a difficult place to get
to, but hugely affected. That was one of threegsege did.” (Jackson)

He said contrary to their initial thoughts on thege it proved popular.
‘We didn’t think it would have much of an impressiat all, it was the biggest selling
(most read) newspaper that year, it was masswerit through the roof.” (Jackson)
But Jackson was not sure if it was because thdi®aas the subject.

‘I don't know if all of that was concern over Kiti but | think all of that was
transferred concern to an area that we all aredagitizens, and certainly nothing
crystallises more what's happening than eitheptie or islands like Kiribati.’
(Jackson)

Jackson echoed some of the statements made byaridaCarrington in that a challenge to

covering the Pacific such as distance and resouleekson emphasised the need for

journalists to report the Pacific from the ground.

‘It's difficult to do from this distance, the walyat is encapsulated best is when people
make the effort to take a reporter and go therealree otherwise it doesn't translate
over distance, you have to go there speak to tbplpeget the anecdote and the
observational information and the pictures to shtowJackson)



VI: CONCLUSION

Samoan editors are clear that there is a needdog olimate change reporting in the Pacific.
This need is clearly not being met by Samoan nepesganor by the newspapers in four other
Pacific Island countries.. Environment editorsha UK print media also expressed the need

for more reporting of the Pacific Islands in thedimate change coverage.

The challenges which hinder the reporting of cliengttange in the Pacific by local newspapers
are the complexity of the issue, under-resourcegsr@oms and accessibility to sources and
information on the islands. Climate change is synmat as high a priority for Pacific
newsrooms as issues such as health, educatioroéiicspvhich all take precedence over even
general environment reporting. For a region maatdgsified by the United Nations as ‘Least
Developed’ and ‘Developing’ countries, it is appd@rthat there are more pressing issues than

climate change.

But the fact that the islands of the Pacific aready at the bottom end of the scale in regards
to wealth and infrastructure, and the fact thahatie change is also threatening the mere
existence of some islands, should make it a biysBut it isn’t.

This brings into question the responsibility obarnalist to his or her readers. In this case the
Pacific journalist and editor have a responsibiiitynform readers on how climatic changes
can affect them. The Samoan editors do claim #gpansibility as an informant, but this does
not translate into the pages of their newspapers.

For the UK coverage of climate change, distanceirtedest are factors. It seems that, if there
was a greater interest from the readers, the newsrovould seek to include more stories from

the Pacific. However the distance of the Pacifikesat difficult for UK newspapers to fully



cover climate change issues in that part of thédv&ut there is an intention to do more. The
location of correspondents plays a big role indberall coverage of a region, and all three UK

newspapers studied do not have Pacific corresposiden

The study has proven that editors both in SamodtetK see the need for more climate
change coverage and its likely impacts on Samoatret Pacific islands. The challenge is to

turn that desire and willingness of the editors imore column inches.

Appendix
Recommendations

1) In order for climate change to be a priorityusgor the Pacific media, more training of
journalists needs to be implemented. This is e &s it is only when the journalists are
interested and pursue stories on climate chanddt Wwinslate into the pages of the Pacific
newspapers.

2) Panos London, a media development organisaays, that the media play an important
role in stimulating discussion in developing coiedr Yet journalists say editors have a poor
understanding of the climate change debate ancsxfittle interest in it. It is important for
the media in the Pacific to understand that nog an¢ they playing the role of informant when
it comes to climate change they are also creatimggdthy space for discussion.

3) Editors also need training in news prioritiasd ncouragement to see climate change as an
environmental issue to focus on in their respeqgtielications.

At a climate change reporting workshop in the Ukhsoyears ago Mike Shanahan wrote: ‘If
there was a single message that emerged from tiiereace it was that journalists the world
over are gearing up to report on climate changenbatl considerable support from their
editors, first to see that climate change is aysaarth telling, and second to keep on telling it

in new and engaging ways.’



Climate changereporting in Samoa

A study on the coverage of climate change in tivespeint media in Samoa
ReutersInstitute for the Study of Journalism

University of Oxford

Resear cher: Lagipoiva Cherelle Jackson

Name:
Title:
Organisation:

Signature:

1. Doyou think climate change should beapriority areain newsprint media?
Yes
No
Not Sure

2. With reference to theissues below, how would you prioritise them?
(With 1 being highest priority and 5 being thadepriority).

Climate change
Technology
Politics

Society
Religion

3. Inthepast six months have you featured a front page story on climate change?

Yes
No
If so, what was the story about?

4.  Would you put a climate change story on the front page?

Yes
No
Maybe

5. How would you describe the value of climate change coveragein your publication?

Not important
Important



10.

11.

Extremely Important

In your opinion, what arethe challengesin reporting climate change?

Under resourced

Lack of proper knowledge
Low priority

Not relevant for my audience
Other

If you had the opportunity to cover mor e climate change stories, would you do it?

Yes
No

In your opinion, what isthe benefit of reporting on climate change? Please indicate
with ticking the box.

Sells papers

Creates awareness

Educates the journalfst

Educates sel]

Other O

On a scale of oneto ten where does climate change come in your priority areas?
(With 1 being extremely important and 10 beingl&eest important?)
Please circle the number:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How do you think you can improve on reporting climate change? (Please tick
whererelevant)

Train current working journalists

Hire specialised reporters

Train myself on news priorities

Make it a priority news run

Use more freelance pieces

In your opinion, what isyour responsibility to thereadersin regardsto
climate change reporting?

Informer |:|



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Influence [ ]
Educate [ ]
Other

Have you had training on climate change reporting?
Yes

No

- If yes —did you find it useful?

Has any of your staff had trainingin climate changereporting?
Yes
No

- If yes, what sort of training?

Would you say you have a fair under standing about the concept of climate change and
can report on it?

Yes

No

A little

Do you think your readersareinterested in reading more about climate change?
Yes

No

Don’t Know

Maybe

Who do you think isresponsiblefor training of journalistsin reporting on climate
change?

Employer

JAWS

Government

SPREP

UNFCCC

Other

Please feel freeto provide any additional feedback regarding climate changereporting.

Thank you for completing the Survey.
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