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Introduction
The establishment of the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism marked a 
moment in Oxford University of both continuity with tradition and change to reflect 
the academic challenges of changing times. The journalists’ fellowship programme 
has been bringing journalists from around the world to Oxford for nearly a quarter 
of a century. The study of journalism within an academic discipline is a new 
beginning.

The Institute is well served by being an integral part of the Department of Politics 
and International Relations, one of the most highly regarded in its field globally. It 
also helps the Institute and its work to be well integrated with the academic life of 
the University as a whole. The work of the Institute is inter-disciplinary and already 
almost all its activities during its first year have been collaborations with several 
other disciplines, schools and area studies centres of Oxford.

The collegiate base is an important part of tradition in Oxford’s academic life. The 
Institute retains close ties with Green College, home of the journalists’ fellowship 
programme for many years, while benefiting from developing new relationships 
with other colleges.

The Institute’s research aim is the rigorous, international, comparative study of 
journalism. Its companion activities – seminars, conferences and debates – also 
reflect its global, comparative perspective. As a forum that brings together scholars 
and practitioners in the study of journalism, the Institute’s output is expected to span 
a broad range – from scholarly books and articles to media comment and internet 
output. It is developing its website as a premier reference point in the field.

The Institute is exploring new areas of inquiry and its core team is small – in its 
inaugural year it has identified a few focus areas in which it might make truly 
meaningful contributions. With its new weekly seminar series, ‘founding seminars’ 
for its research projects, jointly convened conferences and special events, it is 
already an active and visible part of Oxford University.

During the course of the first year, two new research fellows were appointed 
at the Institute, supported by the Axson Johnson Foundation of Sweden and 
Reuters Foundation, our principal sponsor. The Institute also attracted additional 
sponsorship from a number of other donors for its research projects, founding 
seminars and conferences, and also interest in the expansion of the journalist 
fellowship programme with new sponsorships from 2007-08.

Throughout the year the Institute registered a high level of interest in its activities 
from within and outside Oxford, and from academics and journalists worldwide. 
Several visitors – scholars and journalists – are due to spend time at the Institute in 
the coming year.

We look forward to next year to build on our achievements so far and move into the 
phase of substantive research and related activities.

Dr Sarmila Bose
Director

Dr Sarmila Bose
Director
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The Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism opened in 
September 2006, crowning more than twenty years of engagement 
with journalists and media issues at Oxford University.

Neville Maxwell, a former foreign correspondent of The Times, 
established the Reuters Foundation Fellowship Programme in 1983. 
What started as an accompaniment to Oxford’s traditional research 
into international development, rapidly broadened in scope as the 
Fellowship expanded through the 1980s.

In 1990, a dedicated journalists’ fellowship was established. The 
trickle begun by Maxwell’s first two visiting fellows had become a 
flood, and two years later the Reuters Fellows began a long-lasting 
residency at Green College. To date, there have been more than four 
hundred Reuters Fellows at Oxford.

On the Fellowship’s tenth anniversary, Godfrey Hodgson – also 
a former foreign correspondent - succeeded Maxwell, and in 2001 
Hodgson was in turn replaced by Paddy Coulter, previously Director of 
the International Broadcasting Trust. By now, the Reuters Foundation 
Fellowship consisted of a diverse mix of high-profile lectures and 
seminars tailored to the needs of practising journalists who had 
chosen to take a study break to work on research projects they could 
not pursue while working.

The final stage of the Institute’s development was announced 
at the Oxford Media Convention in January 2006. The award of 
£1.75m over five years from the Reuters Foundation enabled the 
establishment of a dedicated research centre as an integral part of the 
Department of Politics and International Relations. Its task would be to 
undertake research of the highest quality on international comparative 
journalism and provide an independent forum for exchanges between 
academics and practitioners of journalism. 

History
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The establishment of the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism 
in the Department of Politics and International Relations marks Oxford 
University’s commitment to the international, comparative study 
of journalism. Recognizing the key role of media in society and the 
power of information in the modern world, the Institute aims to serve 
as the leading forum for a productive engagement between scholars 
from a wide range of disciplines and the practitioners of journalism. It 
aspires to bring the depth and rigour of academic scholarship to major 
issues of relevance to the world of practice in journalism. It is global in 
its perspective and the content of its activities.

The Institute builds on Oxford’s existing engagement with media 
issues and the long-standing Journalists’ Fellowship Programme 
which has been based for many years at Green College. Its 
expanded activities include a regular seminar series open to the 
University, short-term and long-term research projects, workshops, 
conferences, publications and innovative curricular development, 
both independently and in collaboration with other centres in Oxford 
University and with the global world of practice. 

Aims
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At the core of the institute is a small team of dedicated 
individuals from academia, media or both:

1.  Dr Sarmila Bose 
Director,  
Reuters Institute  
for the Study of Journalism

2.  John Lloyd 
Director of Journalism

3.  Paddy Coulter 
Director of Studies

4.  Dr Rima Dapous 
Administrator

5.  Kate Hanneford-Smith 
Administrative Officer

ReSeaRCH FeLLowS

6.  Dr Henrik Örnebring 

7.  Dr antonis ellinas

People

1 6

4

3

2 7

5
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DR SaRmiLa BoSe
Director

Sarmila is an academic and journalist. She majored in History at Bryn 
Mawr College and received her MPA (Kennedy School of Government) 
and PhD in Political Economy and Government from Harvard University. 
She has held teaching and research positions at Harvard, Warwick 
University, George Washington University and Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences. She has also been Assistant Editor and Senior Political Writer 
with the Ananda Bazar Patrika Group of newspapers in India, writing 
in English and Bengali. Her particular focus was national and regional 
elections in India and major political and policy issues. 

Dr Bose’s research interests are electoral politics, and public policy 
issues in South Asia. Her books are Money, Energy and Welfare: the 
State and the Household in India’s Rural Electrification Policy (Oxford 
University Press, 1993) and Jyotibabur Pashchimbanga: ekti adhapataner 
adhyay Bengali – an analysis of the decline of Bengal in 25 years of 
Communist rule, (Ananda Publishers, 2001). A book on the 1971 war 
in South Asia is forthcoming. Her current research is on the practice 
of democracy in India. She is also the author of numerous articles on 
contemporary political and policy issues in South Asia. 

Dr Bose was born in the United States, grew up in Calcutta, and 
has lived and worked in the USA, UK, Hong Kong and India. She is an 
accomplished singer of Bengali music. She is a Governing Body Fellow 
of Green College and a Senior Common Room member of St Antony’s 
College.

JoHn LLoyD
Director of Journalism

John writes a weekly column on television for the Financial Times. 
He was founding editor of the Financial Times Magazine. He has been 
a reporter and producer for London Weekend Television’s London 
Programme and Weekend World, and editor of Time Out and New 
Statesman magazines. He is the author of What the media are doing 
to our politics (Constable and Robinson, 2004). He also co-edited (with 
Jean Seaton) a special issue of the Political Quarterly entitled ‘What 
Can Be Done? Making the Media and Politics Better’.



8

PaDDy CouLteR
Director of Studies

Paddy directed the Reuters Fellowship Programme from 2001 to 2007. He 
is also a Senior Associate at the university’s international development 
centre, Queen Elizabeth House, an Associate Fellow of the university’s 
Environmental Change Institute and a Senior Member of St Antony’s 
College. 

A former television producer, Paddy worked between 1990 and 2001 
as Director of the International Broadcasting Trust (IBT), a specialist 
independent television production company producing over 100 
television programmes on global issues for BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and 
leading broadcasters around the world. 

His executive producer credits include award winning productions 
such as Guardians of Chaos, a 60-minute “special” with Michael Ignatieff 
for BBC2, a fly-on-the-wall documentary series inside the World Bank 
for Channel 4 Television and the French broadcaster, ARTE, The Bank, 
the President and the Pearl of Africa, and the Under the Blue Flag series 
which won the top award of the UN Correspondents’ Association.

Paddy is currently Chair of Broadcasting Support Services (BSS) and 
Trustee of the Media Trust/ Community Channel. He has had a lengthy 
experience of the interface between the media and leading international 
development NGOs including UNICEF-UK and Oxfam where he was 
Head of Media from 1982 to 1987 and then a Trustee during the 1990s. 
In 2000 he received an OBE for “services for development awareness”.

He has supervised the publication of a string of media research 
publications including Watching the World: British Television and 
Audience Engagement, Losing Perspective: Global Affairs on British 
Terrestrial Television 1989-1999 and (with the Glasgow University Media 
Group) Viewing the World which was published by the Department for 
International Development (DFID) in 2000. He helped set up the inter-
agency Third World & Environment Broadcasting Project (3WE) in 1989 
and more recently in concert with BSS and other media charities co-
founded the Public Voice lobbying consortium.

DR Rima DaPouS
Administrator

Rima holds an MPhil in European Literature and DPhil in French 
Literature from the University of Oxford. She has been working in Higher 
Education Management for many years both in her native Germany and 
now in the UK. She held senior managerial positions at the University 
of Frankfurt prior to her appointment as Administrator of the Institute.
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Kate HanneFoRD-SmitH
Administrative Officer

Kate has a BA (Hons) in Modern Languages from the University of 
Leeds. She has studied and worked in both Italy and Germany. Until 
recently she worked as a manager of a language agency in Italy.
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ReSeaRCH FeLLowS

DR HenRiK ÖRneBRing

Dr Henrik Örnebring is Axess Research Fellow in Comparative European 
Journalism, a three-year research programme supported by Axson 
Johnson Foundation. Dr Örnebring has a fil kand (BA) in Media and 
Communication Studies with minors in Literature and Philosophy 
from Karlstad University and Göteborg University, Sweden. He got his 
PhD from the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication 
at Göteborg University in 2001. He has lectured at several Swedish 
universities (including Göteborg University, Södertörn University 
College and Halmstad University). He moved to the UK in 2002 to be 
a Visiting Scholar at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, and has since worked as a Lecturer/Senior Lecturer at the 
University of Leicester and at Roehampton University.

Dr Örnebring’s research interests include media history (in particular 
the history of journalism and the history of broadcast media) and the 
role of media and journalism in the public sphere. He has contributed to 
several academic journals and edited collections on these subjects. More 
recently, Dr Örnebring has been pursuing research on the relationship 
between journalism and new media in a historical context. He has also 
started a blog – www.doctorofjournalism.com – which is linked to the 
Institute’s website.

DR antoniS eLLinaS

Dr Antonis Ellinas studies party and media politics.   He received a BA 
at Hamilton College (Valedictorian) and an MA and PhD from Princeton 
University.  His doctoral dissertation, titled ‘Playing the Nationalist 
Card’ examines party competition over national identity and how media 
exposure affects the electoral fortunes of far right parties in Western 
Europe. He has received fellowships from the French and the Hellenic 
Studies Programs, the Graduate School, and the Contemporary European 
Politics and Society Program at Princeton. He was a Fulbright scholar 
for four years. He has instructed courses in International Relations and 
Comparative Politics. His work has appeared in Comparative Politics 
and German Politics and Society.

He is currently working on a global project that seeks to explore the 
interaction between political parties and the mass media.  
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tim gardam, Principal of St Anne’s College (Chair)

Dr Sarmila Bose, Director, Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism

Dr Colin Bundy, Warden of Green College

Paddy Coulter, Director of Studies, Reuters Institute for the Study of 
Journalism

Professor timothy garton ash, Professor of European Studies 

geert Linnebank, Senior Advisor to the CEO,  and Chairman, Reuters 
Foundation

John Lloyd, Director of Journalism, Reuters Institute for the Study of 
Journalism

Professor neil macfarlane, Lester B Pearson Professor of International 
Relations and Head of Department of Politics & International 
Relations

Professor iain mcLean, Official Fellow in Politics, Nuffield College and 
Professor of Politics

Dr Bridget taylor, Academic Administrator, Department of Politics and 
International Relations 

Steering Committee

tim gardam Dr Sarmila Bose Dr Colin Bundy Paddy Coulter John Lloyd

Prof timothy garton ash geert Linnebank Prof neil macfarlane Prof iain mcLean Dr Bridget taylor
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13 Norham Gardens, one of the finest houses in Oxford, was acquired 
in 1907 by Sir William Osler, Regius Professor of Medicine and one of 
the greatest physicians in the history of medicine.

During the fourteen years of Sir William Osler’s Regius 
Professorship he made 13 Norham Gardens a meeting place for 
medical students, physicians, scientists and academic visitors from all 
over the world. After Osler, 13 Norham Gardens was occupied by two 
other Regius Professors - Sir George Pickering and Sir Richard Doll, 
the last Regius Professor to live there. 

The Institute began operating from 13 Norham Gardens on 1 
September 2006, the same location from which the Reuters Fellowship 
Programme had been operating until then.  13 Norham Gardens is 
owned by Green College and also houses the Osler-McGovern Centre 
on the ground floor. 

Premises

The Institute’s premises at 13 Norham Gardens
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The Institute was established 
with the benefaction of £1.75 
million over five years from the 
Reuters Foundation. The long-
standing Journalists’ Fellowship 
Programme is supported by 
the Reuters Foundation and 
several other sponsors, listed 
below. During its first year the 
Institute also received additional 
sponsorships and awards to 
support its research projects, 
seminars and conferences.

Benefactors
The Institute is grateful for the generous support of its benefactors 
in 2006-07:

Edward & Celia Atkin

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

Ax:son Johnson Foundation

BBC

British Council

Gerda Henkel Foundation

Joseph Rowntree Trust

Korea Press Foundation

Kyodo News

Nuffield College Politics Group

Ofcom 

Open Society Institute and Soros Foundation Network

Press Complaints Commission

Reuters Foundation

Wincott Foundation
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The Fellowship Programme at the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism 
supports talented mid-career journalists whose professional work would be 
enhanced by a study break at Oxford by allowing them to research a topic of 
interest which they otherwise would not have the time or resources to pursue. 
Its purpose is to allow journalists to study their chosen subjects in greater 
depth than is possible under daily deadline pressure. The fellows also benefit 
from the wide-ranging offerings of Oxford’s academic disciplines and from 
the comparative perspective provided by the international composition of the 
Institute.

The programme attracts a large number of journalists from around the world 
and has a highly selective application process.  The Fellowship Programme 
provides an important role for the Institute in stimulating debate on the cutting 
edge questions on journalism and its relationship with politics and society, 
through the diverse perspectives of the Fellows. This year’s group comprised 
fellows from thirteen countries from all the continents of the world with 
research interests spanning a wide variety of disciplines and regions. Many 
of the fellowships this year have been funded with the generous sponsorship 
of the Reuters Foundation, Australian Broadcasting Corporation, BBC, British 
Council, Gerda Henkel Foundation, Korea Press Foundation, Kyodo News and 
the Wincott Foundation.

The Reuters fellows for the upcoming year have already been selected after 
arduous consideration due to the high number of excellent applications. The 
Institute will also welcome from the coming year new journalist fellows from 
the Arabic speaking countries sponsored by the Heikal Foundation of Egypt.

Journalists’ Fellowship 
Programme

Institute staff and 
Journalist Fellows, 
Michaelmas Term 
2006
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Journalist Fellows 2006-2007

mr Seok Bae an, South Korea
Staff Writer, Chosun Daily   
Sponsor: Self-funded

Seok Bae An is a reporter for the Chosun Daily Newspaper. He has 
been reporting on social issues for over 10 years, and for the last 
three years he has been concentrating on education. At university 
he studied sociology then completed military service as an ROTC Air 
Force Officer before joining the Chosun Daily  Newspaper in 1995.   

Research project
A comparative study of Korean and European educational systems

ms marta Durianova, Slovakia
Business Editor: The Slovak Spectator Weekly    
Sponsor: Wincott Foundation, Reuters Foundation 

After graduating in economics from the University of Bratislava, 
concentrating in international trade, Marta started working with the 
News Agency of the Slovak Republic (TASR) as a reporter covering 
issues on macroeconomic performance of the country as well as the 
Slovak financial market and banking. She also served as a special 
TASR foreign correspondent at various occasions, such as the official 
visit of the former Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda to the EXPO 2000 
exhibition in Hannover, a signature act on the agreement inviting 
Slovakia to accede to the OECD in Paris in 2000. 

In 2003 she joined The Slovak Spectator team, the only Slovakian 
weekly in English, as a Business Staff Writer. One year later she 
became its Business Editor. In this role she was responsible for 
preparing regular business sections called ‘Business Focuses’, in this 
weekly that focuses on a different field of economics such as banking, 
real estate, tourism, transportation, shipping, and human resources, 
each week.

Research project
The Process of the Euro adoption in selected EU countries (which 
covers expectations connected to the planned Euro adoption in 
Slovakia). 
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ms yuqing Cui, China 
Deputy Editor, China Economic Times 
Sponsor: Reuters Foundation

Yuqing Cui is from Beijing, China. In 1999, after obtaining a Masters 
in Economics from Beijing Technology and Business University, she 
joined the China Economic Daily. 

After years of editing the Macroeconomic Information section she 
moved to the Financial News department to cover banking, financial 
and monetary policy. She was appointed deputy editor in 2004. She 
has been named Top 10 CED News and Top 10 CED Editors. Yuqing 
Cui is fond of traditional culture, but also highly intrigued by an ever 
changing world and developments in contemporary Chinese society. 

Research project
Can Microfinance help the poor in China? Lessons learnt from India 
and Bangladesh.

mr John Dyer, USA 
Freelance, Bulgaria Correspondent for Christian Science Monitor 
Sponsor: Gerda Henkel Foundation 

John Dyer began his journalism career at the Telegram & Gazette 
in Worcester, Massachusetts. After earning graduate degrees from 
the University of Virginia and the California Institute for the Arts, he 
covered the New Jersey Statehouse for The Record of Bergen County, 
New Jersey. 

His Statehouse beat focused on taxes and public finance, but he 
also wrote about the scandals that led to the political implosion of 
former Governor James McGreevey. In 2005 he received a Fulbright 
scholarship to Bulgaria, where he taught at Sofia University and 
the American University in Bulgaria while freelancing for The 
Christian Science Monitor, the AP, and other American and European 
newspapers. He also received a grant from the ‘Fund for Investigative 
Journalism’ to write about the establishment of American military bases 
in Bulgaria, and from the American embassy to train young journalists 
in cooperation with the Balkan Investigative Reporting Network. 

His current interests include EU expansion into Eastern Europe and 
the Balkans and representations of classical history in the Balkans. 

Research project
The Debate on Thrace: How New Discoveries and Balkan Politics Are 
Changing Bulgaria’s Understanding of its Ancient Past
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mr Carlos Fioravanti, Brazil
Science editor, Pesquisa Fapesp Magazine 
Sponsor: Reuters Foundation 

Since 1999, Carlos Fioravanti has been a science editor for Pesquisa 
Fapesp, a leading science and technology magazine in Brazil. He 
started writing about science in 1989, a few years after graduating 
in journalism. He has won three ‘Biodiversity Reporting Awards’ for 
his work in environmental journalism. He is also currently following 
a graduate program in the Department of Science and Technology 
Policy at the University of Campinas. 

His interests include the study of science in developing countries, 
through the sociology of science’s theory and methodology.  

Research project
The discovery and development of new medicines: a case study of 
Brazilian P-MAPA, the first compound of pharmacological interest 
to accomplish all phases of development, from screening to phase-I 
clinical trials. How could it emerge and flourish in a country without 
any tradition in researching and producing original pharmaceuticals?

mr Luke Harding, UK 
Berlin Correspondent, The Guardian 
Sponsor: Reuters Foundation

Prior to his appointment as The Guardian’s correspondent in Moscow, 
Luke Harding was The Guardian’s Berlin correspondent. He began 
his journalistic career at Oxford where he read English and edited 
the student newspaper Cherwell. After graduating, Luke joined the 
Sunday Correspondent and worked for the Evening Argus in Brighton 
and then the Daily Mail. He joined The Guardian in 1996. 

Luke covered Jonathan Aitken’s infamous libel trial for the paper 
and wrote - with The Guardian’s David Leigh - The Liar: The Fall of 
Jonathan Aitken, published by Penguin and Fourth Estate. In 2000 
he became The Guardian’s South Asia correspondent based in Delhi. 
In 2001 he spent three months in Pakistan and Afghanistan covering 
the war against the Taliban, and won Foreign Story of the Year from 
the Foreign Press Association in 2002 for his reporting of the siege in 
Mazar-i-Sharif. He spent much of 2003 and 2004 in Iraq. In January 
2007 Luke is moving to Russia to take up a new job as The Guardian’s 
Moscow bureau chief. 

Research project
The Perception of Germany in the UK Media - a case study of World 
Cup 2006 coverage
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ms ekaterina Kravchenko, Russia 
Economic Observer, Izvestina 
Sponsor: Wincott Foundation 

Dr Ekaterina Kravchenko holds a BSc in Economics from Moscow 
State University and a PhD in Economics from ‘The State Higher 
School of Economics’, Moscow. Following completion of her doctorate 
she was awarded a Chevening Scholarship to spend the 2004/5 year as 
a visiting researcher at the London School of Economics. 
From 1996 to 1998 she worked as a business correspondent for the 
Russian daily newspaper, Kammersant. In 1998, she moved to the 
Russian economics magazine, Delovye Lyudi, where she served as 
Head of the Economics Department. Since 2001, Dr Kravchenko has 
been working as Economic Observer at the Izvestina newspaper. 

Research project
Media ownership and its connection with editorial content and 
audience/readership

Peter mcevoy, Australia
Supervising Executive Producer, Australian Broadcasting Corporation 
Sponsor: ABC (Donald McDonald Fellowship)

Peter McEvoy has been a broadcast journalist for almost 20 years 
as a reporter, producer and executive producer on the ABC’s Radio 
National, the youth network JJJ and the flagship current affairs 
documentary program Four Corners.

His reports uncovered the dangerous state of regional aviation in 
Australia, the risk of HIV infection in poorly managed minor surgery, 
the impact of the 1998 Tsunami in PNG, and the harm that Australia’s 
mandatory detention system was causing to the mental and physical 
health of asylum seekers and their children.

From 2000-2006 he was executive producer of Media Watch - an 
innovative weekly TV program that acts as a watchdog of journalism 
throughout the Australian media - including the ABC - which continues 
to keep Media Watch, despite sometimes being bitten. He is returning 
to Australia as Supervising Executive Producer of specialist factual 
programming ABC TV. 

Research Project
How public broadcasters can develop systems that promote 
journalistic accountability and responsibility through interactivity and 
transparency.
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ms margaret ng wing Chu, Hong Kong
News Editor, Mingpao Newspaper-Hong Kong 
Sponsor: British Council, Chevening Scholarship

Ms. Margaret Ng supervises the business and investment desk of 
Mingpao Newspaper, one of Hong Kong’s leading newspapers. She 
began her journalist career as a political and general news reporter, 
covering housing, human rights and political conflicts between China 
and British over Hong Kong in the 1990s. 

Ms. Ng believes that truth is precious but also fragile. Reporting 
facts and telling the truth would facilitate people to confront the 
reality. It has always been her belief, regardless of whether she worked 
as a political reporter or a business editor. Under her stewardship, Ms 
Ng’s current team focuses on teaching consumers how to avoid the 
snares and traps consumers encounter everyday. Her team has won 
awards in recognition of their consumer rights reporting. 

Besides editorial work, Ms. Ng also is an anchor columnist every 
Monday in the front page of the business section. She brings out 
interesting ideas on issues of macro economics and investment trends 
such as oil and energy cycles. 

Research project 
The tension between US and China in pursuing their own oil security 
strategy globally

mr James Painter, UK
Executive Editor, Americas and Europe, BBC World Service 
Sponsor: BBC News

James Painter is currently executive editor for the Americas and 
Europe region at the BBC World Service. He joined the BBC in 1992, 
and has worked in various capacities there including head of the 
Spanish American Service, head of the BBC Miami office, and editor in 
the newsroom. 

Prior to joining the BBC, he was a correspondent in Bolivia for four 
years working for various media in the UK and USA, including the 
BBC, Reuters, the Independent and the Christian Science Monitor. He 
has also reported from several other Latin American countries for a 
wide variety of publications. 

He has spent most of his working life on Latin America, including a 
spell as part-time lecturer at the LSE and as a human rights advocate 
on Central America. He has published, or contributed to, several books 
and articles on Latin America, particularly on the drugs trade, Bolivia 
and Central America, and Latin American media issues. 
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Research project
A comparative analysis of the boom in continuous news channels, 
with a particular focus on the regional Latin American channel 
‘Telesur’. To what extent and in what way do these new channels 
offer something different? Do they represent a threat to the global 
dominance of the traditional media giants?

ms Barbara Peranic, Croatia
Producer, Croatia Radio 
Sponsor: Reuters Foundation

Barbara Peranic is a journalist currently working with the Croatian 
Radio Hrvatski, in the world news section. During her career she has 
worked in various professional roles – from reporter and presenter, 
to producer and editor – covering a whole range of political issues. 
She has reported from the UN War Crimes Tribunal, provided 
expert coverage on news stories in the region and on Government’s 
activities. 

Prior to joining the Croatian Radio, Ms Peranic was employed at 
the BBC World Service-Croatian Section. Previously, she worked with 
radio news agency Media Service and several local radio stations 
based in Zagreb. She also wrote extensively for the English language 
Internet magazine “Transitions Online” and acted as an analyst for 
Freedom House’s annual Nations in Transit survey. 

Research project
Love Thy Neighbour - Croatian media and the process of reconciliation 
in the Western Balkans

mr Julian Robins, New Zealand
Senior Political Reporter, Radio New Zealand  
Sponsor: British Council, Chevening Scholarship

Julian has been a journalist for ten years, the last five based at New 
Zealand’s Parliament.  He has what he calls an “old fashioned” view of 
the media’s role in holding politicians accountable, and informing the 
public. 

Before becoming a journalist he was a professional student, 
majoring in politics and English literature – and listening to cricket on 
the radio. 

Research topic:
Blogging, Politics and the Fourth Estate: is the new media the answer 
in an age of democratic disinterest, or just another symptom?
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mr Kim Sang woo, South Korea
Reporter, YTN (24 hours news) 
Sponsor: Korea Press Foundation

Kim is the multi-function man of YTN. He has wide-ranging reporting 
and editorial experience both in print and television, covering politics, 
business, social affairs, and international relations. He worked as 
a beat reporter for the Office of the Prime Minister, covering inter-
Korean relations from 1998 through 2000. He also worked for three 
years as head of a team of health and welfare issues from 2001 until 
2003. 

Kim Sang Woo worked as an executive producer for the first major 
science news program in South Korea as well as News Q, a two-hour 
general news program. He recently headed YTN’s “Content Innovation 
Team,” which was in charge of upgrading and reforming the content 
and lineup of programs on YTN. 

Research project
International Standards of Journalistic Ethics:  Comparing Korean with 
UK journalism from the ‘global standard of ethics’ point of view. The 
research focuses on the cultural and institutional differences between 
the Korean and UK media by comparing the two nation’s news 
gathering and reporting systems in social welfare, medicine, health 
and science.

mr yasuomi Sawa, Japan
Staff reporter, Kyodo News 
Sponsor: Kyodo News + self funded 

Yasuomi Sawa works for the Tokyo based Japanese news agency 
Kyodo News. During his sixteen year long career he has mainly 
covered law and order issues. Previously as a law correspondent, he 
covered the trials of the cult leader who committed the Tokyo subway 
Sarin gas attack, the introduction of the jury system, arguments over 
the death penalty and the public prosecutors’ inquiry into the affairs of 
a young IT tycoon. 

Research project
In depth journalism sometimes requires the invasion of privacy, even 
if the end report is intended to serve the public. How can we strike a 
difficult balance of vivid reporting and privacy?
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ms alexandra Seno, Philippines 
Freelance Asia Reporter for Newsweek 
Sponsor: Reuters Foundation

Alexandra A. Seno follows economics and public health in Asia 
and has contributed regularly to Newsweek magazine. Her work 
has also appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post 
and Institutional Investor magazine. She is a co-author of “At the 
Epicentre: Hong Kong and the SARS Outbreak,” a book edited by the 
think tank Civic Exchange and published by the University of Hong 
Kong. Alexandra has written about Asian cinema for the International 
Herald Tribune. 

Until 2001, she was a staff correspondent at Asiaweek magazine, a 
Time Inc publication that she joined in1994. Based in Hong Kong, she 
wrote, reported and edited stories and special issues of the magazine 
about the region. In 1999, she was part of a team that won a Society 
of Publishers in Asia award for reporting excellence. Alexandra has 
an undergraduate business law Bachelor of Science degree from the 
Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines, and she attended 
Xiamen University in Fujian Province, the People’s Republic of China. 

Research project
Developed World Initiatives to Eradicate Malaria in South and East 
Asia

mr Bernard tabaire, Uganda
Editor Sunday Monitor- Uganda
Sponsor: Reuters Foundation

Bernard Tabaire is the Ugandan editor of the Sunday Monitor in 
Kampala. His career began 10 years ago as a general assignment 
reporter on the Daily Monitor, a Sunday Monitor sister paper. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in sociology and literature in English from 
Makerere University in Kampala and a master of science in journalism 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

Research Project 
The Press and Political Repression in Uganda: Back to the Future? 



Shortly after its formal launch, Institute members and invited experts 
discussed the potential contribution the Institute could make to the 
international, comparative study of journalism. The Institute decided 
to focus on the following broad areas: Politics and Journalism, 
Economics/Business of Journalism, the Future of Journalism, 
and specialist Journalisms (such as business journalism, science 
journalism, religion and media).

In order to identify specific research questions for enquiry within a 
broad area the Institute held a number of ‘founding seminars’ in the 
second half of the year, bringing together academics, journalists and 
policy analysts of those fields together.

While much of the first year of the Institute has been taken up by 
its establishment, formal launch, identification of focus areas, several 
‘founding seminars’ to generate research projects and its seminar 
series, academic members of the Institute have also been completing 
existing works in progress and starting work on new research projects:

Comparative European Journalism

Dr Henrik Örnebring is the principal researcher in the Axess 
Programme on Comparative European Journalism. Since his 
appointment in February, he has (1) produced an initial research 
review of the field of comparative studies of European journalism, to 
be re-worked for publication in the soon-to-be-launched publication 
series from the Institute, (2) begun work on editing a themed issue of 
Journalism Studies (scheduled for publication end of 2008/ beginning 
of 2009) titled “Questioning European Journalism” featuring  nine 
articles from ten authors from nine different European nations,  (3) 
chaired the Media History section at the NordMedia 2007 conference 
in Helsinki, and presented a paper in the same group. That paper has 
been revised into an article titled “Technology and journalism-as-
labour: historical perspectives” and is currently under review at the 
journal Journalism: Theory, Practice, Criticism, and (4) conducted a 
pilot study comparing the use of user-generated content in online 
newspapers, analysing a UK and a Swedish tabloid (Aftonbladet 
and The Sun), the results of which was presented at the “Future of 
Newspapers” conference in Cardiff. This paper will also be revised 
into an article and submitted for publication.

Dr Örnebring has also worked to forge strategic links with other 
research institutions and projects working on similar subjects, 
including Göteborg University (Sweden), Södertörn University 
(Sweden), University of Tarttu (Estonia) and the University of Madrid 
(Spain). He also attended a workshop in Brussels hosted by the AIM 
(Adequate Information Management in Europe) project, involving 

Research
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academics, media professionals and representatives of the EU 
Commission.

In the coming term, Dr Örnebring plans to present a further 
overview/critical analysis of current research on the role of journalism 
in forming/supporting a European public sphere and present this as 
a paper at the 2008 ICA (International Communications Association) 
conference in Montreal, Canada. He will also begin gathering 
empirical data for a major comparative study of changes in the 
profession of journalism and changes in journalistic work practices 
across Europe, conducting interviews with journalists from the UK, 
Germany, Sweden, Italy and Estonia.

Other on-going research 

Dr Antonis Ellinas, who joined the Institute in April, is currently 
working on a global comparative project that seeks to explore the 
interaction between political parties and the mass media. His doctoral 
dissertation at Princeton, titled ‘Playing the Nationalist Card’ examined 
party competition over national identity and how media exposure 
affects the electoral fortunes of far right parties in Western Europe.

Dr Sarmila Bose completed her forthcoming book on the 1971 war 
in South Asia, based on her research in the last several years, and 
published a second article based on this project. She is also writing 
a chapter she was invited to write for the Oxford University Press 
volume to mark the 60th anniversary of Pakistan’s independence. At 
the invitation of the University of Tampere, Finland, Dr Bose served as 
discussant for a 14-country study of the publication of cartoons of the 
Prophet Muhammad, at a conference in Helsinki to mark the release 
of the report. She has been developing a India-US comparison in her 
study of the practice of democracy and building international strategic 
relations with other research institutions and networks.

Founding Seminars

The Institute hosted a number of ‘founding seminars’, principally 
organized either by Dr Sarmila Bose or John Lloyd, to identify specific 
research projects within broad areas of interest:

25-26 January: investigation vs intrusion
The RISJ hosted a seminar examining the boundaries between 
investigative journalism and intrusion into the private life of 
individuals and what might be justified in the public interest. The 
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seminar aimed to investigate the feasibility of providing a new 
framework for how journalists -and the society in which they work- 
might agree the parameters of legitimate investigation in the public 
interest.  It was attended by colleagues from Ofcom, the Press 
Complaints Commission and the Irish Department of Justice, Equality 
and Law Reform.

The seminar took place at the Reuters Institute at was sponsored by 
Ofcom and the Press Complaints Commission.

8- 9 may 
the trust Business: Politics and economics of the mass media in italy 
and the uK
Building on the RISJ’s continued interest in non-anglophone 
journalism, this one-and-a-half day conference, jointly hosted with 
the European Studies Centre at St. Anthony’s College, examined 
the Italian and British media in a comparative perspective. With the 
Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi, the owner of three of the country’s 
major private TV channels and exerting a strong influence over the 
policies and programming of the state television service, Italian media 
is remarkable in Europe. This conference brought together speakers 
from the fields of journalism, academics and politics in Italy and the 
UK to examine the distinctive features of Italy’s media culture and 
the how far political reporting on television has been affected by this 
unique media ownership arrangement. The conference opened with 
ESC’s Annual Lecture by Massimo D’Alema, Italian Foreign Minister 
titled ‘Fifty years after Rome - Lessons and Visions for European 
Integration’. Panels discussed issues such as citizens’ trust in the 
news media, trust between journalists and politicians, the coverage of 
business and the future of news media in both countries. 

This event was supported by the Italian Cultural Institute in London 
and a consortium of Italian banks led by the Bank of Italy.

10 may
“markets, morals and the media: Questions of ethics in Business / 
economic Journalism”
This founding seminar addressed questions of ethics in business 
and economic journalism worldwide in a roundtable discussion with 
invited participants from journalism, academia and industry. The day-
long seminar was chaired by Martin Wolf, associate editor and chief 
economic commentator of the Financial Times. The seminar ended 
with a keynote address titled  ‘Best In the World, Best For the World’ 
delivered by Lord Bilimoria of Chelsea, founder and CEO of Cobra 
Beer, Chancellor of Thames Valley University and UK Chairman of 
Indo-British Partnership. Frances Cairncross, Rector, Exeter College, 
and former management editor of The Economist chaired the keynote 
address session. 

This event was sponsored through an award to the Reuters Institute 
from the Nuffield College Politics Group.
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11 may
“mapping Russia’s internet for Civil and uncivil Society”
This workshop discussed the methodology of a project that the 
Institute intends to launch, aimed at examining the growth and use 
of the Russian Internet, specifically its role in hosting a range of 
political and social views not represented, or little represented in the 
mainstream media.  It was attended by colleagues with an interest 
in Russian political and media developments, as well as by several 
Russian Internet experts. 

The workshop was held in St. Antony’s College and sponsored by 
the Open Society Institute and Soros Foundation Network. 

16-17 may
“money and the news”
This workshop contributed to the development of an RISJ project that 
investigates a series of central – but largely unexplored – relationships 
at the heart of journalism.  Chief among these is the relationship 
between the news and the resources devoted to covering the news. 
Allied to that is the nature of the market addressed by the news 
provider, and the nature, quality and depth of the news provided. 
The project intends to develop a new understanding of the gathering, 
shaping and distribution of news – through examining the resources 
applied to these activities, as well as the money earned from them.  It 
will examine, too, how current economic, technological and market 
developments are influencing the media industry’s interactions with 
the ‘body politic’ and its delivery of the news agenda, and second, 
what opportunities exist to enhance transparency and accountability 
in the news-making process.

The workshop was held at St. Antony’s College and the RISJ, and 
was made possible by a sponsorship from the Joseph Rowntree Trust.
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Launch of  
the Institute

The Reuters Institute for the 
Study of Journalism was officially 
launched by the Chancellor of 
Oxford University, Lord Patten on 
20 November 2006 at an impressive 
gathering of academics and media 
figures at St Anne’s College. 

The keynote address by Leonard 
Downie, Executive Editor of The 
Washington Post, on ‘Journalism 
after Iraq’ was followed by a panel 
discussion and Questions and 
Answers session with Leonard 
Downie, Wadah Khanfar, the 
Director General of Al Jazeera, and 
Helen Boaden, Director of News 
at the BBC, moderated by Timothy 
Garton Ash of St Antony’s College. 
Geert Linnebank, Editor-in-Chief 
of Reuters, gave the concluding 
remarks and spoke of the 
commitment to make the Institute a 
centre of excellence for the study of 
journalism.

Events
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the institute started a seminar 
series from the beginning of the 
academic year, held on wednesdays 
at lunchtime at the green College 
committee room on woodstock 
Road. its speakers from academia 
and media attracted a wide range 
of audience from among students, 
fellows and faculty of oxford. 

MiChaElMaS TErM 2006

11th oct:  “Trust and Reporting”
Speaker: Martin Kettle, political 
columnist and leader writer, The 
Guardian

18th oct: “The State of the Media in 
Russia”
Speaker: Floriana Fossato, School 
of Slavonic and Eastern European 
Studies at London University
Discussant John Lloyd

25th oct: “Investigation vs 
Intrusion: the Media and the Public 
Interest”
Speaker: Stephen Whittle, former 
BBC Controller of Editorial Policy

1st nov: “Contested Media Policy 
in South Africa – the first decade of 
democracy”
Speaker: Professor Guy Berger, 
Head of the School of Journalism 
and Media at Rhodes University, 
South Africa

8th nov: “Blogging and the 
Emerging Eco-system”
Speaker: John Naughton, Professor 
for the Public Understanding of 
Technology at the Open University 
and Observer columnist
Co-sponsored by the Oxford 

Internet Institute (check)
15th nov: “Press Freedom and 
Zimbabwe”
Speaker: Gerry Jackson, Founder 
and Director, SW Radio Africa

29 nov:  Reuters Fellows’ 
Presentations

Special talks:

30th oct: “Veils, Islam and the West:  
How the war of words complements 
the war abroad”
Speaker: M.J. Akbar, Editor-in-Chief, 
The Asian Age
Co-sponsored by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office

30th nov: “Hindu Disquiet and 
India’s Response to the Islamist 
Challenge”
Speaker: Swapan Dasgupta, senior 
Indian journalist and political 
commentator

hilarY TErM 2007

17th Jan: “Science and the Media: 
Adapting the Best Science to 
Headline News”
Speaker: Fiona Fox, Director, 
Science Media Centre

24th Jan: “Developing Africa’s 
media: What does Africa think?”
Speaker: Dr. Gerry Power, Director 
for Research and Learning, BBC 
World Service Trust

31st Jan: “The Fourth Estate in 
Danger – the Threats to Public 
Interest Journalism”
Speaker: Dr. Martin Moore, Director, 
Media Standards Trust

7th Feb: “So Biased They Don’t 
Know They Are - the Shameless 
Partiality of the British Media”
Speaker:  Peter Hitchens, Mail on 
Sunday columnist, broadcaster and 
author

14th Feb: “A Judge on the Telly: 
Portrayal of Justice on German TV”
Speaker: Dr. Ruth Herz, Judge at the 
court of Cologne, judge on a court 
series on German television

21st Feb: “Can You (Tube) save the 
world? How user generated content 
is altering the way disasters are 
reported.”
Speaker: Glenda Cooper, Guardian 
Research Fellow, Nuffield College

28th Feb: “Journalism in an age of 
participation:  reinventing the public 
sphere?”
Speaker: Lucy Hooberman, 
Innovation Executive, Research and 
Innovation, BBC Future Media & 
Technology

7th march: “Is More News Good 
News? The New Generation of 24 
Hour Television News Channels”
Speaker: James Painter, Visiting 
Fellow, Reuters Institute for the 

Wednesday Seminar Series

Professor Tariq Ramadan 
delivering keynote address at 

RISJ – ESC ‘Muslims in Europe’ 
conference

Lord Bilimoria, CEO Cobra Beer 
delivers keynote address at ‘Ethics 
in Business Journalism’ founding 

seminar
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Study of Journalism & Executive 
Editor, BBC World Service 

15th march: Reuters Fellows’ 
Presentations
 
TriniTY TErM 2007

25th april: “Being an Editor of an 
International Newspaper”
Speaker: Sir Geoffrey Owen, 
Senior Fellow at the Institute of 
Management at the London School 
of Economics and former Editor of 
the Financial Times

2nd may: “The Future of Current 
Affairs on Television” 
Speaker: John Ware, Reporter for 
BBC Panorama

9th may: “Public Relations and 
Journalism” 
Speaker: Prof Julia Hobsbawm, 
Professor of Public Relations at the 
London College of Communications 
and founder of the Editorial 
Intelligence network

16th may: “What Makes News 
New?”
Speaker: Prof Terhi Rantanen, 
Professor of Media and 
Communications, London School of 
Economics

23rd may: “Fear in - and fear of - the 
Muslim community”
Speaker: Sarah Joseph, Editor, Emel 
Magazine
Closing lecture in the conference 
on ‘Mutual Misunderstandings: 
Muslims and Islam in the European 
media – Europe in the media of 
Muslim majority countries’, co-
hosted with the European Studies 
Centre, St Antony’s College

30th may: “The Tension between 
Media Business and Public Service 
Interests” 
Speaker: Tom Bettag, Executive 
Producer, Koppel Group, Discovery 
Networks and former Executive 
Producer, ABC “Nightline”

6 June: “Growth Trends and Quality 
Issues in the Indian Media”
Speaker: N Ram, Editor-in-Chief, 
The Hindu Group, India

13 June: ‘Killing the Messenger’
Speaker: John Owen, lecturer in 
International Journalism at City 
University, Executive Producer of 
The News Exchange and board 
member of the International News 
Safety Insitute (INSI) 

21 June: Reuters Fellows’ 
Presentations

MiChaElMaS 2006

13 oct: The Media and the 
Developing World
Speaker: Rt Hon Hilary Benn, 
Secretary of State for International 
Development since 2004

20 oct: The New Environment of 
News
Speaker: Philip Graf, Deputy Chair 
of Ofcom, formerly Chief Executive 
of Trinity Mirror Group

3 nov: The Impact of the 
Blogosphere
Speaker: Adam Boulton, Political 
Editor Sky News since 1989

10 nov: The Media and the 

Westminster Village
Speaker: Elinor Goodman, Former 
Political Editor, Channel Four News 
(1984-2005)

17 nov: An American View
Speaker: Stryker McGuire, 
Newsweek Bureau Chief in London 
1996-present

TriniTY TErM 2007

27 april: “Truth, Trust and the 
Trouble with the Media”  
Peter Bradley, Director of the 
Speakers Corners Trust and former 
Labour MP for The Wrekin 

4 may:  “Covering the French 

Presidential Elections”  
Agnes Catherine Poirier, UK 
correspondent for Telerama and 
L’Espresso and commentator for 
The Guardian

11 may:  “The British Media and 
Politics”
Shaun Woodward MP, Minister of 
State for Creative Industries 

18 may: “The Impact of the Net on 
the Quality of Reporting” 
Alan Cowell, London Bureau Chief 
of the New York Times

25 may: “Fairness and Balance in 
Political Broadcasting”
Helen Boaden, Director of BBC 
News 

Dr Kalypso Nicolaidis, Director ESC 
at “Muslims in Europe” conference

“Media and Politics” Seminar
(co-sponsored with its Chair, Professor David Butler, Nuffield College)
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This event, co-hosted by the 
Reuters Institute and the European 
Studies Centre at St Antony’s 
College formed part of a research 
project at Oxford titled ‘Europe’s 
Muslim neighbourhoods: minorities 
within, majorities without’. This 
two-day conference was geared 
toward generating comparative 

perspectives on the representation 
of Muslims and Islam in European 
media and that of Europe or 
the West in media in Muslim-
majority countries. It opened with 
a keynote address by Professor 
Tariq Ramadan and included papers 
and discussions on case studies 
of Germany, France, UK, Turkey, 

Bosnia, Pakistan and Egypt.

The main sponsor for this 
conference was the Gerda Henkel 
Foundation.

Conference
22-23 May: ‘Mutual Misunderstandings: Muslims and Islam in the European 
media – Europe in the media of Muslim majority countries’
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the institute was associated with 
several other media related events 
in oxford.

MiChaElMaS 2006

19 oct: Reuters Institute and Oxford 
Internet Institute Seminar
“Downloading Democracy: Politics 
and the Internet”
Speaker Steve Schifferes, BBC 
News Online

24 oct: St Anne’s College/Reuters 
Institute seminar
Speaker Dorothy Byrne, Channel 4 
Head of News and Current Affairs 

28 nov: St Anne’s College/Reuters 
Institute seminar
Speaker Peter Horrocks, BBC Head 
of Television News

hilarY 2007

18 Jan: Oxford Media Convention, 
Said Business School
Panel: “News in a modern 
democracy in the digital age”
Chair: Tim Gardam, Principal of St 
Anne’s College and Chair, Steering 
Committee, RISJ
Participants included Stephen 
Coleman, Professor of Political 
Communication at the University of 
Leeds, Emily Bell, Director of Digital 
Content at The Guardian, Yahya Birt 
of The Islamic Foundation, Martin 
Fewell, Deputy Editor of Channel 4 
News, and Alison Preston of Ofcom. 
Ofcom chose the occasion to 
present its findings on the changing 
ways in which audiences are 
accessing news today. 

23 Feb: “Understanding Science 
and the Media”
Joint Reuters Institute/ 
Environmental Change Institute 
workshop 

26 Feb: “Exposing Aid”
Convenors: Reuters Institute for the 
Study of Journalism and the Global 
Economic Governance Programme, 
University College
The seminar, drawing on 
observational documentaries 
filmed inside the World Bank 
and the Ugandan government, 
explored what aid-receiving 
countries can do to increase policy 
space in their negotiations with 
international institutions and aid 
donors. The documentaries, “The 
Bank, the President and the Pearl 
of Africa”, were screened with 
commentary from the film-makers 
and an update from the Editor of 
the Sunday Monitor in Kampala, 
Bernard Tabaire. Other speakers 
included Nawal Kamel of the World 
Bank who set up the HIPC (Heavily 
Indebted Poor Countries) debt 
initiative.

Other events at Oxford

The RISJ organized a special 
lecture followed by an on-stage 
interview with Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, in conjunction with Reuters 
at Canary Wharf, London, to mark 
the end of his term in office. The 
outgoing Prime Minister used this 
opportunity to reflect on the role 
of the media during his time in 
office. After his speech, he was 

interviewed on stage by Reuters 
Editor-in-Chief, David Schlesinger, 
before taking questions from the 
invited audience. Blair’s critical 
assessment of the relationship 
between media and government, 
his description of journalists as 
“feral beasts” and the singling out 
of The Independent newspaper 
of the UK for criticism provoked 

a lively discussion and was the 
lead story in national newspapers 
in the UK and covered widely in 
international media.

Events outside Oxford
12th June:  “Public Life”: A Conversation with Tony Blair

Newsmakers
A Series of Reuters Events

Business | Entertainment | Top News | Sport | Finance | World News

12 June 2007A conversation with Tony Blair

Strictly invitation only

As Tony Blair’s term of office comes to a close, Reuters and the Reuters Institute for the Study of
Journalism at the University of Oxford, invite you to hear the Prime Minister speak on “Public Life”.

An on-stage interview with Reuters Editor-in-Chief David Schlesinger will follow, after which 
the Prime Minister will take questions from the audience.

This is the first in a series for the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism on 
”Leadership in a Media Age”.

Date: Tuesday June 12 2007
Time: 10.30am
Venue: A London location, to be announced

RSVP: avene.ofarrell@reuters.com
Tel: +44 (0)20 7542 7457

In conjunction with



The Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism would like to 
thank Reuters for use of their photo archive in preparing this report


